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REMARKS 

Claims 4-8, 38-42, 73 remain pending in this application and are rejected. 
Claims 4 and 38 are amended herein to clarify the invention. Claim 74 is cancelled 
herein. New claims 75-77 are added herein. 

Claims 4-8, 38-42, 73 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as being 
anticipated by Williams et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 2,227,476) and Stuart (U.S. Pat. No. 
3,902, 344). 

"A claim is anticipated only if each and every element as set forth in the 
claim is found, either expressly or inherently described, in a single prior art 
reference." Verdegaal Bros. v. Union Oil Co. of California, 814 F.2d 628, 631, 
2 USPQ2d 1051, 1053 (Fed. Cir. 1987). 

Applicants respectfully traverse the rejection and, alternatively, aver that 
the claims as amended are not anticipated by the cited references. 

The cited references do not disclose subjecting the low deformation 
resistance region to shear deformation. Shear is "an action or stress resulting from 
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applied forces that causes or tends to cause two contiguous parts of a body to slide 
relatively to each other in a direction parallel to their plane of contact." Merriam 
Webster Online Dictionary, http : //www . merriam- webster . com/dictionary . For 
example the force that scissors apply to paper when cutting is a shear force. 

]n Williams, a method is disclosed for removing any warp or buckle in a plate 
without applying any force on the metal; the only forces that act on the heated area, 
in Williams, are from expansion and contraction forces within the plate itself due to 
temperature differences along the plate and variation in the temperature of a heated 
spot over time. See Williams col 2 line 50 - col. 3 line 2. Id, In Stuart, a "bending 
moment applied to the pipe applies compressive forces 54 to the inside portion of the 
bend and tensile forces 56 to the outside portion of the bend." Thus, in Stuart a 
combination of compressive forces which compress the pipe and tensile forces which 
stretch the pipe are applied. Therefore, the references do not anticipate the claims 
because neither Williams nor Stuart discloses applying or subjecting a low 
deformation resistance region to shear deformation. 

In addition, new claims 75-77 have been added which characterize the shear 
deformation as being performed by twisting. The new claims are supported by the 
discussion on page 27 of the specification. As discussed above, neither Williams nor 
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Stuart discloses subjecting the low deformation resistance region to shear 
deformation. Thus, claims 75-77 which depend from claims 4, 38 and 73, 
respectively, and further characterize the shear deformation being performed are 
clearly not anticipated. 

No fee is believed due. If there is any fee due the USPTO is hereby 
authorized to charge such fee to Deposit Account No. 10-1250. 

In light of the foregoing, the application is now believed to be in proper form 
for allowance of all claims and notice to that effect is earnestly solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 
JORDAN AND HAMBURG llp 
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